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Indepvendence Day
Townsend:
A man of
many words

By JONATHAN GRASS
Home ateff writer

TALLADEGA — (an
sameone talls for a living? A
Talladega man not only can,
bzt has received national rec-
ngnition for i,

Bryan Townsend is & pro-
fessional speaker who was
named in Speaker magazines
[ulyfAugust issue as being one
af the industry’s top speaking
prafexsionals,

The honer came as part
af the magarine’s first “Who's
Hoe" list. It identitied 25 of
the natici’s best and most
smfessional speakers in the
ndustry Townsend and the
acher recipients were selected
H:J“i on their innovativeness
el dynamics in shaping the
srafessional speakiné) indus-

o

“I'm delighted  chey
houghr of me,” he wid. “1
hink I'm in there because
fwe been: doing chis for so

Dn%f

ownsend has: worked ag
1 speaker for more than 27
sears, Puring that time, he
125 worked and builr good
elationships with numerous
peakers’ burcaus. He said he

Bryan Townsend

belicves these relationshi
also played a key role in o
magazine selecong him: for
the honor :

Eirstin Carey, chalnwoman
of Speaker’s editorial commit-
tee for 20082009, sid ‘the
magseine selected Townsend
for the *Who's Ho2™ lise
hecause of his longevity in
the speaking industry.” She
said irs a diffieulr business
1o stay im, and the Ber that
Townsend has been able g da
50 consistently martked him

See Townsend, Page 5
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as an influencial member of
the business.

The magazine selected
candidares for the lisc through
nominations b}r Mational
Speakers Association mem-
bers, industry leaders and
booking agents. The 25 hon-
orces were selecred from more
than 200 nominations.

“Bryan’s name is one that
kept coming up over and
over again. People said, ‘If
you don't have him on the
list, you need to put him on
the list,” Carey said.

Townsend gives speeches
all over the country,
cializes in motivational mes-
sages and keynote addresses.

‘He has spoken to and advised

companies in a varery of
industrics, such as financial,
agriculture, religion and gov-
crnment.

One of Townsend’s lec-
wring swaples is his use of
humor. He uses it as a cor-

‘nerstone in his keynotes and |

programs. Townsend said he
prides himself on only using
clean humor to get his mes-
SAZES ACIOSS,

His speeches touch on a

e spe-

variety of topics, including
striving for excellence in busi-
ness and personally, building
teamwork, good customer
service and business perfor-
mance, He even draws on
his experiences from radio

coverage of the Talladega

Superspeedway in his new-
est business program, “Stand

On [d”

Townsend has buile a
strong reputation for his ser-
vices and has become sought
after by numerous compa-
nies and organizations. He
has even the distinetion
of being the only speaker
to deliver a keynote address
to the Alaska Rural Electric
Conperative Association at its
annual meeting in Barrow,

“Who's Hot?” isn't the
first recognition Townsend
has received for his speaking,
He is a Cerrified. § pcakjng,
Professional, which is NSAs
designation for those whe
have proven they meet the
profession’s highest skill stan-
dards. He is also a recipient
of the Council of Peers Award
for Excellence, a prestigious
award given annually to NSA

members for demonstrations
of excellence. He was induct- |
ed into the NSA Speaker Hall|
of Fame in 1999, |

Townsend said he gor a
start on his career in middle
school. He delivered a speech
to the school when he ran for
student council president. He
said the positive reaction and
focli.ng he gor from it gave

‘him a good raste for public

speaking.

He twok his talent for
addressing mass audiences
further when he attended
TJacksonville State University.
While there, he worked
as a disc jockey and pro-
vided play-by-play sports
announcements, He later did
COmImentarics on 4 country
radio station he managed.

Today, Townsend delivers
his messages with the writ-
ten and spoken word. He's
authored several books and
written newspaper columns.

Townsend not only speaks
to audiences as part of his
profession, he is teacher of
the Whosoever Will Men’s
Bible Class at First Baprist
Church on Morth Street in
Talladega.



